
FACT SHEET

FACT SHEET FOR THE ISSUANCE OF A 
NPDES PERMIT

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5, NPDES Programs Branch - WN-16J
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois  60604
(312) 353-2124

Permit No.: MI-0023655-1 Public Notice No.: 02-07-01-A
                               02-07-01a-A

Application No.: MI-0023655-1         Public Notice Issued On: July 24, 2002
             

                                                                                             Comment period ends: August 23, 2002

Name and Address of Applicant: Name and Address of Facility
                                                                                               Where Discharge Occurs:

City of Mt. Pleasant Mt. Pleasant Wastewater Treatment Plant
401 N. Main Street 1303 N. Franklin Street
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858 Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48848

Isabella County
                                                                                          (S.W. ¼ of the N.E. ¼ of S10,T14N,R4W)  
Receiving Water: Chippewa River

DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S FACILITY AND DISCHARGE

The above named applicant has applied for an NPDES Permit to discharge into the designated receiving water. 
The permit will be issued by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

The treatment facility consists of: comminutor, aerated grit chamber, chemical addition for phosphorus removal,
primary clarifiers, rotating biological contactors, final clarifiers, chlorination, dechlorination, and cascade
aeration.  The facility also has a retention basin which can be used for storm event retention, daily flow
equalization, or as a polishing pond.  The sludge from this facility is processed by anaerobic digesters.  They also
have a sludge centrifuge as a backup method for sludge handling.  Stabilized sludge is injected into agricultural
land.

The facility is being upgraded at this time with a scheduled completion date of October 1, 2002 and obtaining
operational level by November 1, 2002.  The planned upgrade will consist of two oxidation towers ahead of  the
rotating biological contactors

The treatment facility has a design flow of 4.14 million gallons per day of wastewater.
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LIMITATIONS AND MONITORING REQUIREMENTS- OUTFALL 001

Effective Date and lasting through October 31, 2002

Parameter Date 30-Day Average 7-Day Average Daily  Maximum Daily Minimum

Carbonaceous

Biochemical

Oxygen Demand

(CBOD5)

All Year 25 mg/L            

860 lbs/d          

85 % removal

40 mg/L

1400 lb s/d

Total Suspended

Solids

All Year 30 mg/L            

1000 lb s/d

85 % re moval       

45 mg/L

1600 lb s/d

Ammonia (as N) May 1 - Sept. 30 6.7 mg/L

230 lbs/d

Dissolved

Oxygen

All Year 5 mg/L         

Total

Phosphorus 

All Year 1.0 mg/L          

34 lbs/d

Fecal Coliform

Bacteria *
All Year 200 ct/100ml 400 ct/100ml

pH All Year 9.0 S.U .     6.5 S.U .       

Total Residual

Chlorine

All Year 0.038 m g/L

* Geometric Mean

From November 1, 2002 and lasting until the Expiration Date

Parameter Date 30-Day Average 7-Day Average Daily  Maximum Daily Minimum

Carbonaceous

Biochemical

Oxygen Demand

(CBOD5)

May 1 - Sept. 30 13 mg/L            

450  lbs/d

19 mg/L

660 lbs/d

Oct. 1 - April 30 25 mg/L            

860 lbs/d          

85 % removal

40 mg/L

1400 lb s/d

Total Suspended

Solids

All Year 30 mg/L            

1000 lb s/d

85 % re moval  

45 mg/L

1600 lb s/d

Ammonia (as N) May 1 - Sept. 30 5.0 mg/L

170 lbs/d

Dissolved

Oxygen

All Year 5 mg/L         

Fecal Coliform

Bacteria *
All Year 200 ct/100ml 400 ct/100ml

Total

Phosphorus

All Year 1.0 mg/L

34 lbs/d
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pH All Year 9.0 S.U .     6.5 S.U .       

Total Residual

Chlorine

All Year 0.038 m g/L

* Geometric Mean

Loading limits in the permit were calculated using the following formula: 
    
   4.14 mgd x limit (mg/L) x 8.34 = Loading (lbs/d).

Basis for limits: The limits were developed to ensure compliance with 40 CFR Part 133 and protection of
Michigan water quality standards where they are applicable.  The Chippewa River as it leaves the
Reservation is protected for agricultural uses, navigation, industrial water supply, public water supply at
the point of water intake, warm-water fish, other indigenous aquatic life and wildlife, partial body contact
recreation, and total body contact recreation (May through October).  A wasteload allocation, looking at the
affects of this discharge and the Union Township WWTP discharge, was conducted by the State.  All
supporting information is part of the administrative record.  Using this information, the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality developed recommended limits for the discharge.  Those limits have
been used in the draft permit.

EPA has satisfied its requirements under the Endangered Species Act and is in the process of satisfying its
requirements under the National Historical Preservation Act.  Letters to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) are included as part of the administrative record.  A
letter stating no further action is required was received from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and a letter
stating that no historic properties are affected was received from the SHPO.  Both letters are is included as
part of the administrative record.

Special Conditions

S The treatment plant shall be operated by a certified wastewater treatment operator.
S EPA is moving in the direction of using E. coli, which is a better indicator of recreational suitability,

instead of fecal coliform.  The 30-day average limit for E. coli, based on EPA’s water quality criteria,
would be 126 E. coli/100 ml.  The permittee is to use this permit term to determine if the facility is
capable of complying with the projected E. coli limit using the existing treatment.  Based on comparison
monitoring, if it is shown that additional treatment is needed to comply with the projected limit, the
additional treatment shall be in place prior to the issuance of the next permit or a request for a variance
for the projected limit shall be submitted with the permit renewal application.

S- The permit contains Industrial Waste Pretreatment Program requirements in accordance with 40 CFR
Parts 122 and 403.

S Compliance with 40 CFR Part  503 (sludge use and disposal regulations)(Part III of the permit).  Part  III
was developed using the Part 503 Implementation Guidance for sludge and 40 CFR Parts 122, 501, and
503.

S In addition to Part III of the permit, the permit requires the following:

A. Only the sites identified in the August 17, 2000, permit application and a letter from the permittee
dated April 24, 2002, shall be used for the land application of sewage sludge by the permittee.  If
the permittee wishes to use additional sites not identified in the permit application prior to the
expiration date of this permit, the permittee shall submit a request to the Chief of the NPDES
Programs Branch containing the information listed in 1 through 5 below.  Upon receipt of the
information, the permit may be modified with public notice.
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1. certification that the application contractor has received all necessary information to
comply with applicable provisions of 40 CFR Part 503;

2. @Site location by latitude and longitude, and code number to identify field or field    
portion.

   @Plat map showing location of the site relative to local landmarks.
   @Proximity to surface waters of the United States.
   @Potential presence of endangered species.
   @Soil fertility test with fertilizer recommendations.
   @Previous crop and future crop with yield goal.
   @Participation Agreement signed by the landowner or operator, if different, of the site to

receive sludge.
   @Determination whether the site has previously been used for sewage sludge applications.
   @If previously used, determination of cumulative pollutant loading rate since July 19, 1993;
3. certification that the local township supervisor has been notified that a site has been

identified and is intended for use;
4. certification that the County Health Department has been notified that hauling is    

scheduled to take place; and
5. certification that notice has been provided to landowners and occupants adjacent to, or

abutting the proposed land application site.  Such notice shall be accomplished by one of
the following: written notice through the regular mail; public notice in the local
newspaper; public reading of notice at open local public meeting.

B. Duty to Mitigate.  The permittee shall take all reasonable steps to minimize any sludge use or
disposal in violation of this permit.

     C. If the permittee monitors any pollutant more frequently than required by the permit, using test
procedures approved under 40 CFR Part 136 or Part 503, the results of this monitoring shall be
included in the reporting of data submitted to the Agency.

D. The permittee shall comply with existing federal regulations governing sewage sludge disposal.

E. The permittee shall comply with standards for sewage sludge use or disposal established under
Section 405(d) of the Act within the time provided in the regulations that establish the standards
for sewage sludge use or disposal even if the permit has not been modified to incorporate the
requirement.

F. The permittee shall ensure that the applicable requirements in 40 CFR Part 503 are met when the
sewage sludge is  applied to the land, placed on a surface disposal site, or fired in a sewage sludge
incinerator.

As new sites are identified, information on those sites will be available for inspection at the Regional
office.
                                     
TENTATIVE DETERMINATION

On the basis of preliminary staff review and application of applicable standards and regulations, the
Regional Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency proposes to issue a permit for the
discharge subject to certain effluent limitations and special conditions.

COMMENT PROCEDURES

The determination to issue an NPDES Permit is tentative.  EPA's comment and public hearing procedures
may be found at 40 CFR 124.10, 124.11, and 124.12.  The following is a summary of those procedures:
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1. The comment period during which written comments on the draft permit may be submitted
extends to August 23, 2002.

2. During the comment period, any interested person may request a public hearing for each
permit by filing a written request which must state the issues to be raised.  The last day for filing
a request for public hearing is August 23, 2002.

3. In appropriate cases, including those where there is significant public interest, the EPA
Regional Administrator may hold a public hearing.  A decision has not yet been made as to
whether a public hearing will be held for either of the permits.  Public notice of such a hearing
will be circulated in at least one newspaper in the geographical area of the discharge and to those
persons on the EPA mailing list  at least 30 days prior to the hearing.

4. Comments received after August 23, 2002, may be considered in the formulation of final
determinations.

5.  Written comments or requests for a public hearing must be delivered or mailed to: John A.
Colletti, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5, NPDES Programs Branch - WN-16J,
77 West Jackson Blvd, Chicago, Illinois  60604

The application and Public Notice numbers should appear next to the EPA address on the envelope and
on each page of any submitted comments.  It is important that all viewpoints are considered before taking
action.  Therefore, we greatly appreciate your time and effort in participating in the public participation
process.  EPA will notify the applicant and each person who has submitted written comments or
requested notice of the final permit decisions.

PETITION TO REVIEW

Within 30 days following the service of notice of the Regional Administrator’s final permit decision, any
person who filed comments on the draft permits or participated in a public hearing, if held, may petition
the Environmental Appeals Board to review any condition of the permit decision.  The petition should be
sent to the following address: Environmental Appeals Board, MC 1103B, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Ariel Rios Building, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20460.

AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS

The application, draft permit, including proposed effluent limitations and special conditions, fact sheet,
the list of existing sewage sludge land application sites, and other documents contained in the
administrative record, are available for inspection and may be copied at a cost of 15 cents per page at the
Chicago Regional offices of the Environmental Protection Agency anytime between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m., Monday through Friday.   You may also view the public notice, fact sheet, and draft permits on
Region 5's website at “http://www.epa.gov/r5water/npdestek/npdcfrp.htm”.  All data submitted by the
applicant is available as part of the administrative record.  For more information, please contact John
Colletti at (312) 886-6106 or by e-mail at ‘colletti.john@epa.gov’.
              
The permit is based on an NPDES application dated August 17, 2000, and submitted to EPA December
20, 2000, and additional supporting documents found in the administrative record.

Five year permit is proposed.

               Written By: John Colletti- July, 2002


